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Park Talk! 
T h e  l a t e s t  n e w s  f r o m  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  C h e s t e r ’ s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  c e n t r e  

 
The Eleanor Pew Morris 

Memorial Rink is celebrating 

its 40
th
 birthday this year and 

remembering its captivating 

history. You’re invited to the 

party! 
 

Eleanor Pew Morris was one of three daughters of Joseph N. Pew Jr. and 

Alberta C. Pew, long-time summer residents of Chester. She pre-deceased her 

mother Alberta who then helped establish the rink as a memorial to her.  
 

Thanks to the generosity of The Pew Charitable Trusts, the Eleanor Pew 

Morris Memorial Rink complex, comprising an ice arena, a four-sheet curling 

rink, a clubhouse, and canteen facilities, opened at Church Memorial Park 

(CMP) on February 14, 1970. CMP continues to receive annual financial 

support from The Pew Charitable Trusts, as well as from the Municipality of 

the District of Chester. 
 

Over the years, many have enjoyed this wonderful addition to the community.  

Teams have formed, friendships have endured, and local residents and 

visitors have passed many memorable times at “The Rink”.   
 

To celebrate and honour the Eleanor Pew Morris Memorial Rink, CMP is 

holding a 40th birthday party!  The Park staff and Trustees invite children, 

adults, and families to join us on Saturday September 19, 2009 for an 

afternoon of frolic, food, and reminiscing. 
 

Although the key focal point is fun on the ice, thanks to the fabulous new 

refrigeration system made possible by our successful $1,000,000 fundraising 

campaign, there will be activities throughout the Rink all afternoon. The 

many clubs and organizations that call CMP home will be on hand to provide 

information on their programs and to answer your questions.  
 

So polish up your skates, round up family  

and friends, and come on down  

to party with us on September 19! 

“The Rink” looks sporty at 40! 
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40th Birthday Celebration 

Schedule of Events 
September 19th

 

 
12:30-1:30 Barbecue and tours of new ice plant 

 User group demonstrations / info  

 Stick Curling contest 

 Ringuette lessons 

 Shuffleboard lessons 
 

1:30-2:15 Formal presentation in Raven’s Roost  

 CMP / Rink history  

 Remarks by invited VIPs 

 Unveiling of Campaign Donor plaque 

 Wall of Fame Inductions 

 Cake service 
  
1:30-2:30 Supervised activities for children 
  
2:30-3:30  

 User group demos / information 

 Family skate 

 Tours of Ice Plant 
 
Children’s activities will be available 

throughout the afternoon! 
 

Help us celebrate the Rink’s  40th 
 by joining the 2009 Blade Club! 

 
                      For only $20, you can be a star! 

 

Save money while enjoying skating with your friends and family,  
then return the completed card for a free skate sharpening! 

 

Makes a great gift! 
 

Blade Club cards will be available for purchase at the Birthday Party,  
or throughout the season at the Canteen. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Re-Creating Recreation at Church Memorial Park 
 
 

 

 

After 9 dedicated years as a Trustee of Church Memorial Park, most of them as Secretary of the organization, Mae Thibeau  

has hung up her Dictaphone for a well-deserved rest. 
 

Mae was born in the Municipality of Chester and has lived here her whole life.  27 years ago Mae gave up working full time  

to  become a stay-at-home mom and “professional volunteer.”  She was on the Board of Directors for a nursery school and  

also volunteered for Brownies, her children’s schools, the Chester Skating Club, Chester Minor Hockey, and the Board of  

Trustees at Church Memorial Park (CMP).  
 

Through Mae’s long association with the skating club and the hours spent at the rink, “someone” thought she would be a good candidate for the CMP 

Board of Trustees.  In April 2000 Mae agreed to sit on the board and in April 2001 she became Secretary, a position she kept until 2009. 
 

Being on the Board was certainly a learning experience for Mae.  She had the opportunity to see how different committees worked and how each one 

played such an important role within the facility.  “This is a large complex and before joining the Board, I had no idea of what was involved in operating 

such a facility. The staff deserve much credit for the great job that they do.”  
 

Mae has seen many changes at CMP over the last nine years.  She found the past few years to be very exciting and sometimes terrifying. When repairs 

became essential for the survival of the facility and talk began about raising a million dollars, it was a scary thought for her!  A small group of people 

sitting around a table having this discussion led to a big commitment.  “It was a great feeling to see it happen!  It was also nice to see the Raven’s Roost 

become a reality a few years ago.” says Mae. She would still like to be involved with the Park; volunteering for odd jobs when the need arises. 
 

 “The board benefitted greatly from Mae's common sense, her community perspective, and her dedication. Nine years of commitment to a community 

organization is special and we want to thank Mae for her efforts to make our community a better place to live.” says Barbara Carleton, Board Chair. 
 

Although Mae’s “spare time” is limited, she likes to sew, garden, and scrapbook when she has the chance.  Mae also enjoys spending time with her 

granddaughter. Working in the mornings, she is her husband’s bookkeeper/secretary/go-fer. She also volunteers at the Food Bank and catches up on lots 

of things during the day, too.  
 

Mae will never be bored!  

 

Spotlight on Mae 
 

Page 2 

 

Park Talk! 

 
 

 

rec⋅re⋅a⋅tion, n 
1. refreshment by means of some pastime, agreeable exercise, or the like. 

2. a pastime, diversion, exercise, or other resource affording relaxation and enjoyment. 
 

Although it has been a community resource for over 76 years, Church Memorial Park was incorporated in 1950 with 

the mission to “foster the physical, intellectual, and social well-being of the citizens and residents of the Municipality 

of the District of Chester.” 
 

The building of the Eleanor Pew Morris Memorial Rink in 1969 was a significant, positive step towards meeting the mission’s objectives which 

includes providing hockey, skating, and curling facilities to residents of all ages. As the Rink celebrates its 40th birthday the 9-member volunteer 

Board of Trustees, staff, and user groups are committed to making Church Memorial Park a year-round hub of the community. 
 

As part of a strategic planning process begun in 2006, CMP stakeholders developed a vision statement – what they hoped folks would be saying 

about the organisation five years hence: 
 

 CMP will be known as a fine example of planning for the future.  It will become a quality recreational centre serving all citizens in the 

Municipality of the District of Chester, in all seasons.   

 All citizens and associations will look first to CMP for their recreational, social, and cultural needs and the Park will be the hub of the 

community. 

 CMP will be clean, bright, and modern, and provide a warm, cozy, and welcoming feeling to users. There will be strong cooperation 

among all stakeholders and the Park will have a reputation for being well run. 

 CMP will be thriving from successful promotion and fund raising and widely recognized as a major contributor to quality of life and a 

healthy community. 
 

So how are we doing? 
  

The fundraising’s done; the upgrades to the physical plant are nearly complete. We regularly survey our clientele and wherever possible implement 

suggestions to improve our services. The renovation of dressing rooms and the Raven’s Roost are planned for next summer, and we’re developing a 

marketing plan to expand our services and implement year-round programming. 
 

To paraphrase poet Robert Frost, “But we have promises to keep, and miles to go before we sleep…”  

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Recreation is Good Business 

 By Ben Wiper, Chair, Chester Municipal Chamber of Commerce  

 

Church Memorial Park (CMP) is a major contributor to our 

municipal economy.  The positive economic impact of this superb 

recreational complex in our community is undeniable.  An 

accessible, affordable facility with a variety of year-round 

recreation choices benefits our businesses and our community in 

many ways. 
 

Firstly, public recreation is good business. 
 

Did you know that the direct local economic impact of special 

events (curling bonspiels and hockey tournaments) during the 

winter of 2007-2008 at CMP was over $425,000?  And this 

doesn’t count the more than 1000 regular weekly users of the 

facility over the 6-month winter season.   
 

For these reasons, the Chamber fully supports CMP’s goals of 

upgrading facilities, becoming a year-round recreation destination 

and significantly increasing the number of visitors and local users 

of the Park.   
 

Secondly, the health benefits of a recreational complex also make 

workplace sense.  A healthier, active employee is less prone to 

sickness, injury, and fatigue. Improved performance, a reduction 

in sick days, fewer Workers’ Compensation and health plan 

claims, all positively affect the bottom line of business.   
 

CMP has been very active in their efforts to become a hub of 

activity for the Municipality.  Providing a hockey and curling 

venue has been the primary use of the Park, but did you know that 

CMP is also home to the Chester Brass Band, the Chester Tennis 

Club, and the Chester & Area Family Resource Centre?    
 

The progress being made by CMP and its stakeholders to become 

a recreational hub fits very well with the vision statement of our 

municipality’s Integrated Community Sustainability Plan.  The 

vision statement foresees a future 20 years from now where “our 

municipality has superb recreation assets, is a national model for 

healthy communities, and is respectful of the environment”.  

(Institute for Planning and Design, (2009) . Integrated 

Community Sustainability Plan, Chester Municipality).   
 

The municipal government has shown their commitment to 

meeting these objectives with last year’s contribution of $250,000 

towards upgrades at CMP. The improvements will serve to reduce 

the facility’s environmental footprint, to extend the hockey and 

skating seasons, to provide new community service and 

recreational opportunities, and to draw more visitors to our 

community; all with the associated economic spin-offs.   
 

The Chamber is proud to partner with Church Memorial Park and 

looks forward to a lasting relationship with this progressive 

organization. We fully support CMP’s efforts to enhance its 

facility with the view of becoming a year-round “hub of the 

community”. 
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Where has the $1,000,000 gone? 
                                  

 
 

Acadia Refrigeration workers put final touches on new compressors 

 

With the replacement of the aged refrigeration plant now complete, 

approximately $900,000 of the more than one million dollars raised  

for the Save the Complex! Campaign have been invested in new 

infrastructure in the Eleanor Pew Morris Memorial Rink. 

 

Last year some $250,000 was spent to upgrade lighting and electrical 

systems. This summer saw a revitalised skating arena entrance, 

renovated and ventilated washroom facilities, and the installation by 

Acadia Refrigeration and Air Conditioning of the state-of-the-art arena 

refrigeration system designed by Orlic Engineering. 

 

The three compressors will provide one-third more cooling capacity 

and the option to extend the operating season while consuming 20% 

less electricity than the previous configuration. 

 

Still on tap for 2010 – installation of a heat recovery system which will 

permit use of previously wasted energy to pre-heat water for flooding 

the ice and to heat the four arena dressing rooms. 

 

The dressing rooms will also be renovated next summer to provide 

updated washrooms and ventilation. As well the Ravens’ Roost will be 

upgraded to improve accessibility via new washrooms and stairs. 

 

Arena Ice Rental Rates (per 60-minute hour) 

 6 am-4 pm 
 

4 pm-10 pm After 10 pm Saturday or 
Sunday 

Adults $82 $128 $118 $128 

Minor $82 $112 $112 $112 

 

Minimum rental is 45 minutes with increments of 15 minutes  
(45, 60, 75, 90 minutes, etc.)  
 

Please contact Park Coordinator, Tom Graves at 275-4628  
for available rental times. 
 

Renters of CMP facilities are reminded that they are responsible 
for providing security for their events and for ensuring that their 
guests respect Park rules and regulations. 
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Chester Oldies Turn 10! 
By Doug Dorken 
 

The Chester Old-timers Hockey Association was founded in 1999 by 

Skip Kuhn, Wally Armstrong, and Gord Rendell - three farsighted 

men who saw an opportunity for the 50+ crowd to play recreational 

hockey on a regular basis. 
 

Over the past decade more than ninety players, from teen-age 

grandchildren to eighty-three year-old vets, have enjoyed exercise and 

camaraderie together, playing the game they all love. Organized teams 

from the “Shinny Group” have played in tournaments and in home-

and-home series against teams from the Halifax area, the Annapolis 

Valley, and Bridgewater. 
 

This small but dedicated band has been a strong supporter of Church 

Memorial Park and was one of the very first groups to contribute to 

CMP’s fundraising campaign.  The Chester Oldies also spearheaded 

the acquisition of a defibrillator for the Park with a $500 donation. 
 

The Oldies play two afternoons a week and welcome new players 50 

years of age and older. So dust off your old gear! Call Doug Dorken at 

275-5207 or Wally Armstrong at 275-2294 for more information. 

 

Chester Brass Band a CMP Fixture 
By Gregor Fraser 

 

The Chester Brass is a long-time 

resident of Church Memorial Park.  

Band members constructed the 

building over 25 years ago and have 

been using it ever since for  regular 

weekly rehearsals.  
 

The Band also rents out the facility to 

various exercise groups and is pleased 

the facility is used 5 days a week. 
 

The Band performs at regular intervals in Chester and also at 

other venues throughout the Province.  
 

Last winter the Band gave concerts in Halifax at St Paul’s Church 

as well as at the Salvation Army Citadel on Barrington Street. 
 

For more information on the Band’s history and activities please 

visit the website http://www.chesterbrass.com/ 

 

  
 

After a positive inaugural year, the Chester Clippers Junior 'C' Hockey Club is eagerly anticipating the upcoming Nova Scotia Junior 'C' Hockey 

League season in the Eleanor Pew Morris Memorial Rink at Church Memorial Park. 
 

The 2009/10 schedule begins October 3 and the team is looking forward to what they expect to be a very successful season. Chester Clippers 

President, Jehad Assaff, said, "the first year was a new experience for all involved parties. We had many learning curves along the way; however, 

we believe that our future is very bright". Mr. Assaff promised that the Clippers will have several key additions to the roster this year as they mount 

their challenge for the Provincial title. 

  

The Clippers are selling raffle tickets on a Grand Prize of $30,000 towards any new Carroll GM vehicle. Tickets are priced at $50 each or 5 for $200 

and will be available at The Rink’s 40th Birthday Party on September 19 or online at www.chesterclippers.ca. The draw date for the big prize is 

December 19.  
 

The Clippers’ 2009-10 schedule can be found on their website, or on the CMP events calendar www.churchmemorialpark.ns.ca/events. 
 

 
By Cathy Rafuse, President, Chester Curling Club 

 

The 2008-09 curling season ended in early April with the season closing banquet being one of our best-attended club events. The annual general 

meeting was held on May 24th, at which time a new executive took over. Cathy Rafuse is the new president and is joined by vice-presidents Sherry 

Chandler and Paul Avery. The new Treasurer is Doug Ross and the Secretary is Clara Miller.  Many thanks are extended to Past President Graham 

Breckon and last executive for a job well done during the past two years.  
 

The Chester Curling Club is a very active club with 150 senior members plus another 100 junior curlers. The Junior Curling Program is known for 

being one of the best in our province. Our senior leagues consist of  men’s, women’s, and mixed leagues,  as well as a cash league and junior 

competitive league - all who hit the ice during the weekday evenings beginning late October. There is also a daytime drop-in league three mornings 

per week. Stick curling is also gaining popularity at our club.  
 

Our season kicks off with “Learn to Curl” week held on October 14th, 15th, and 16th from 7-9 each evening. This is a great opportunity for those 

interested in learning to curl to give it a try. Often, these new curlers become members of our club which helps grow our membership numbers.  

New and returning curlers are always welcome.  
 

Effective July 1st, our website address has changed.   Look for us at www.chestercurlingclub.ca.  We have a dedicated team working hard to keep 

our site fresh and current. You can find more information along with a schedule of events on our website in the near future.   
 

We look forward a great 2009-10 curling season. Highlights include hosting several curling bonspiels and social events including the Oak Island 

Cash Spiel in early November and our ever popular Snowball Event in mid-February.    
 

For more information, please call Cathy Rafuse at 275-4965. 

 

 

Welcome to a New Season at the Chester Curling Club 

Chester Clippers keen to begin sophomore season at CMP 

http://www.chesterbrass.com/
http://www.chesterclippers.ca/
http://www.churchmemorialpark.ns.ca/events
http://www.chestercurlingclub.ca/

